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King Alfred showed his pride by using
Old English as the language

of his government.

He had many Latin documents
translated into Old English.




1066 ... the Normans rain on King Alfred’s parade.

William the Conquerer
and the Normans
were the next people
to take power
in England.
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They were from the north

France.

They were descended from Vikings.
They spoke a dialect of French

that had been influenced by Old Norse
called Norman French.




The Normans
becawe very
powerful in England.

Je ne

Anybody Who  Comprend pas ...
wanted to be parlez-vous

Francais?

successful
had to speak
French.
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The Normans made French
the language of

court
IaW, castle

the governwent, prison
education,

art

and culture.




= language and class after 1066

French was
the [anguage
of the ruling class.

Latin was
the language
of the church.

And English was
the [anguage
of the ordinary people.
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Here is what the Normans were talking about:

i

.

. armour, battle, war, army, navy

. court, judge, sentence, crime, jury
sovereign, prince, duke, count, baron

. mayor, parliament, council, rule

. tax, money, rent, wages, lease

. coat, trousers, blouse, bonnet

. cow, mutton, veal, pork, beef bacon
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Here’s what the English were talking about:




_ Meanwhile ... back to the scribes.

Remember we said that the Normans
really complicated things for spellers ...

Conmenmn




f They spelled words the French way ...

The rules for spelling in French
are different than
the rules for spelling in English.

Zce French way
The Norwmans brought iz. zee best way

French words into English
.. but they kept spelling them
in the French way.
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For example,
French speakers do not sound out an A
when it comes at the beginning of a word.

‘onestly,

I’ve ’ad this ’oe
since I ’ad to dig the
‘ole for this ’uge
olly bush.




The words honest and hour come from French.
In English,
we wight have spelled these words

awnest and our
because we do not pronounce the A.

But the Norman seribes
kept the French spelling.




= = They used French spelling for English words ...

=

The Norwman scribes sometimes used French
rules when they wrote English words.

Az 1 said before ...
zee French way
iz zee best way




For example, in French,
when you write a g before an jor an ¢
you have to add a v

or the g will be pronounced like a j.

My people
need
this U.




But sometimes the Norman scribes would
use this rule for English words.
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Old English Norwman scribes
dest guest

fungg tongue
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Thev QUQSSQd .

Sometimes Norman scribes had to write
English sounds that they did not use in
French ... so they guessed how to spell thew.

b
Old English

CWIC
cwen

8

qUick

Zis Eengleesh
queen \_ ez erazy




Norman ha“dwriﬁ“g e looled a bie Like "clu]'.

When i u, m, n v, wwere next to each other,
they all ran together and it was hard to tell them apart.

The scribes changed sowme of the /s and v's to 0s.
-=

Old English Norman scribes
cuaman come

Zere, zat eez p:
SUNU SOn eezier to read. ,

wimman




'_i Norman scribes had a lot in
= = comwon with wmodern day spellers ...

.. they did the best with what they had
and filled in the rest with what they
already knew. And when neither of those
worked - they guessed.

-

Patience
my brother ...
or sister?!
(What is this world
coming to?T)
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Of course, the scribes had a lot more power
than we do ... they could make decisions

about spelling.

’ere an h, dere au

vieux ecriteur as un stylo
Ladeda ... . la lee la lee oh!
[ put an h ’ere and a u dere.. &




[ am the ruler ...
[ make the rulgsl!

> We have to follow the rules.
Where did these rules come from?

Read on ...
or skip fo
page 70 to read about:

the beginning of standard English
or page 80 to read about:

the beginning of standard spelling
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